
Dual Enrollment FAQs

Program Information (Enrollment, Admissions, Cost, etc.)

Q1 - What is the criteria for enrollment, and are there any prerequisites?

Students may start taking dual enrollment classes in the summer following their 8th grade year
through their 12th grade year of high school. Participating students must complete the ACC
admissions process before enrolling in classes.

Q2 - How can my child start the process and what grade?

Students can begin the ACC dual enrollment admissions process starting their 8 th grade year
through high school. Steps to admission can be found on the ACC Dual Enrollment webpage
or by contacting your student’s dual enrollment academic advisor.

Q3 - What are the benefits of Dual Enrollment for my child?

Successful completion of dual enrollment courses allows students to complete classes
required for an Associate’s or Bachelor’s degree while still in high school. This can lead to
less time spent at a college or university. In addition, dual enrollment courses are priced
significantly lower than college or university courses, so families may be able to save money.

Q4 - What is the cost of Dual Enrollment, and are there any additional fees?

Students in Alvin ISD pay $25 per credit hour plus a $30 administrative fee. Typically, one,
three-hour class costs $105. In addition to tuition, students are responsible for purchasing
their own college textbooks.

Q5 - What are the Dual Enrollment courses offered?

ACC dual enrollment courses are offered at all the high schools in Alvin ISD as well as JB
Hensler. In addition, students may choose to take classes online or at the main ACC campus
outside of the regular school day.

Q6 - Up to what ages qualify for Dual Enrollment?

Students may take dual enrollment classes while they are in high school. They can start or
stop at anytime during that period.

Q7 – Where are Dual Enrollment classes taken?

Dual enrollment classes are taught on your student’s high school campus. ACC professors
and credentialed high school teachers teach college classes during the regular school day.

Testing (TSI, PSAT, etc.)

Q8 - What is the TSI, and what are the testing dates?

TSI or TSIA2 stands for Texas Success Initiative and is a state-mandated entrance exam
required for all new college students. It is offered at the ACC main campus in Alvin, online or
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in-person, as well as through Alvin ISD. Please check with your student’s dual enrollment
advisor for high school testing dates and times.

Q9 - Does TSI testing determine what courses a student can take?

Most college classes require that students pass one or more sections of the TSI exam, but
there may be some courses available to students who may need to retest. Students should
contact their dual enrollment advisor to learn more.

Q10 - How does the PSAT examination and STAAR test impact enrollment?

Students who do well on the PSAT NMSQT, the STAAR Algebra 1 and/or the STAAR English
2 exams may qualify for TSI waivers. Students should contact their dual enrollment advisor to
see if they qualify.

Q11 - Where can I get more information about the TSI?

Information about the TSI including sample questions and registration information can be
found on the ACC Testing Center webpage.

Advising/Scholarships

Q12 - How does my child determine which Dual Enrollment courses to take?

Alvin ISD and ACC have developed a list of approved courses that will provide both high
school and college credit. Students should work with their high school counselor and dual
enrollment academic advisor to determine which courses best fit their educational goals.

Q13 - What courses are available for freshmen and what degrees are possible to
complete through Dual Enrollment?

There are several college courses available to 9th grade students, which are listed on the Alvin
ISD Course List. Dual enrollment students may choose to pursue a dual degree while in high
school. Dual degree students have an opportunity to earn an Associate’s degree in General
Studies while in high school.

Q14 - When should my child start the application process?

Students should begin the application process in the late fall or spring of the year before they
will start taking dual enrollment classes. ACC Dual Enrollment offers several virtual
information sessions throughout the year to assist new families through the process. Dates
and times for these sessions can be found on the Dual Enrollment webpage.

Q15 - What happens if my child does not pass a Dual Enrollment course?

The college cumulative GPA will be calculated at the completion of each semester. Students
whose college cumulative GPA is below 2.0 will be suspended from taking additional Dual
Enrollment courses for one long semester (Fall or Spring). However, a student may retake
only the course they earned an F or D grade during the semester of suspension. Students
may be reinstated the following semester. If the semester GPA remains below 2.0 after
completing courses during the reinstated semester, future participation in the Dual Enrollment
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program will be prohibited.  Students must earn a C or higher in Foreign Language Courses
prior to moving to the next level.

Q16 - Are there any scholarship opportunities for Dual Enrollment?

ACC offers a small scholarship each semester. The application is available on the ACC
scholarship website one to two months before the start of each semester. Current dual
enrollment students are notified by email when the scholarship application opens.

Q17 - Will Dual Enrollment courses benefit my child if they enter into an engineering or
medical pathway after graduation?

Students planning to study engineering or healthcare may complete some of the core
academic courses required for most undergraduate degrees. They should meet with their dual
enrollment advisor to discuss transfer options and what classes will benefit them.

Q18 - Will my child still receive 504 accommodations?

ADA accommodations are available through the ACC Office of Student Accessibility Services.
504 accommodations may not be honored in dual enrollment classes so families should
contact the ACC Office of Student Accessibility Services prior to the start of the semester.

Credit/GPA

Q19 - Which universities will accept ACC credits?

All public and most private universities in the state of Texas will accept ACC credits for
courses in which the student has earned a C or higher. For specific information on course
transferability, students should contact the dual enrollment advisor and their intended
university.

Q20 - What is the maximum number of credits my child can earn with Dual Enrollment?

Students may earn up to 60 credits in the dual enrollment program.

Q21 - If my child plans to attend ACC after graduation, will they need to reapply?

Students who transition from ACC dual enrollment to taking classes at the main ACC campus
after graduation do not have to reapply. They will be required to submit proof of bacterial
meningitis vaccination, complete new student orientation and complete any TSI requirements
that may be outstanding.

Q22 - How does Dual Enrollment impact my child’s GPA?

Grades earned in dual enrollment courses are included in a student's high school GPA and
are worth up to five points.

Miscellaneous

Q23 - Are Dual Enrollment courses offered in the summer?

Dual enrollment courses are offered online and one of the high schools in Alvin ISD each
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summer. The summer course schedule is available in mid-March and students should contact
their dual enrollment advisor to be registered for these classes.

Q24 - What are the benefits of Dual Enrollments courses vs. Advanced Placement (AP)
courses?

Students who complete dual enrollment courses with a grade of C or better automatically earn
college credits. AP students must pass the course and the end of the year AP exam to earn
college credit. In addition, dual enrollment courses are worth 5 GPA points and AP courses
are worth 6. Students should work with their high school counselors to determine the best mix
of dual enrollment AP courses is best for them.

Q25 - If my child is struggling with Dual Enrollment coursework and grades, how can
they get assistance?

Free tutoring is available through the ACC Learning Lab to all dual enrollment students.
Tutoring is available in-person at the ACC main campus as well as online.

Q26 - As a parent, how can I better prepare my child for college coursework?

Parents can help their students be successful in their college course work by:
● Reviewing course syllabi with their student
● Help their student advocate for themselves
● Encourage problem solving and independence
● Assist them in developing time management skills
● Help their student to communication with professors in a professional and respectful

way


